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Dublin Community Pool South 
is an important civic facility in 
the Avery and Woerner Temple 

Road area.

a. avery Road area

Existing Character 
The Avery Road corridor stretches from 
the U.S. 33 interchange at Avery-Muirfield 
Drive to Dublin’s southern boundary, 
providing a connection from community-
scale retail areas north of U.S. 33 to 
Columbus and Hilliard to the south.  The 
area includes an assortment of residential 
and light industrial structures annexed 
into the City during the 1990s.  Many 
residential structures along Avery Road 
have been converted to retail or other 
commercial uses.  A mixture of suburban 
residential developments are located 
adjacent to the corridor, including modest 
single-family homes, empty nester 
products, townhomes and multi-family 
apartment projects.  In phases, Avery 
Road is being improved from a two-lane, 
rural road to a four-lane, major arterial 
with median landscape treatments.

The broad range of land uses within the 
Avery Road corridor reflects a variety 
of development patterns representing 
a number of different time periods.  As 
a result, the corridor lacks a cohesive 
character.  Recent efforts to improve 

Several older homes along 
Avery Road have been 

converted to offices.
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the area include the establishment 
of a significant greenway and park 
system along Woerner Temple Road.  
Ballantrae Park, at the intersection of 
Woerner Temple Road and Avery Road 
includes the Dancing Hares public art 
sculpture and water play area, while 
the Dublin Community Pool South 
is located nearby.  These high quality 
civic amenities enhance redevelopment 
potential along the corridor and 
provide an opportunity to promote 
a mixed use development pattern to 
serve surrounding neighborhoods.  

As a major north-south route through 
the center of Dublin, transportation 
issues define the Avery Road corridor.  
Landscape treatments and roadway 
design, in conjunction with road 
widening projects, will be integral to 
providing a cohesive visual character 
for the corridor.  Necessary right-of-
way requirements to accommodate 
these improvements will continue to 
generate land use and access management 
challenges with respect to residential 
and commercial properties.  Historic 
structures and a historic township 
cemetery along Avery Road also present 
challenges to road widening and 
alignment solutions. Future interchange 

improvements at U.S. 33 will have a 
significant impact on industrial uses near 
Shier Rings Road.  Establishing gateways 
for the Central Ohio Innovation Center, 
encouraging appropriate technology 
based office and industrial research uses, 
and retrofitting existing industrial uses 
to better fit with the overall context of 
the area, will be important to the future 
success of this highly traveled corridor.

Planning Challenges and Issues

Create a unified streetscape
The Avery Road Area includes a variety 
of uses, architectural styles, building 
materials and site development standards 
that reflect decades of development prior 
to annexation.  As Avery Road is widened 
to an arterial with median treatment, the 
need to provide a consistent appearance 
and identity will be important.  Improved 
architectural quality and more unified 
setbacks will provide the basis for a 
cohesive architectural “look.”   Street 
tree and median plantings will greatly 
improve visual quality; however, 
significant efforts to provide substantial 
landscaping within front setbacks and 
around buildings will provide the greatest 
benefit to establish a unified corridor.

Top Left: Future development 
along Avery Road should preserve 
important historic sites such as 
St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery.

Left: Corporate Center Drive 
provides future opportunities 
for streetscape character. 

Opposite Page: Avery Road 
is a major thoroughfare in 
significant transition.
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Establish clear gateways
The U.S. 33 interchange provides a 
significant entry point into the Central 
Ohio Innovation Center and the City as 
a whole. The current appearance of the 
intersection at Shier Rings Road does not 
adequately portray the importance of 
the corridor and additional focus should 
be given to blend with development 
quality north of the interchange. Road 
design, landscaping, architectural scale 
and building massing are integral design 
elements, and interchange improvements 
may have important future impacts.

Sensitively consider historic resources
The Avery Road Area is host to a variety 
of important historic resources such as 
barns, cemeteries and historic structures 
that should be clearly considered as 
development occurs. The specific 
alignment of roadway improvements 
and other capital projects should be 
sensitive to the architectural, historic 
and social heritage of the area.

Integrate civic and 
neighborhood service uses
Avery Road provides a significant 
opportunity to maximize the benefit 
of both public and private uses for 

surrounding residences. The co-location 
of neighborhood services with Woerner 
Temple Community Park and the Dublin 
Community Pool South can create the 
opportunity to provide convenience for 
area residents through a more walkable 
and connected environment.  Pedestrian-
oriented streets, on-street parking, and 
a mix of uses can be integrally linked 
to surrounding areas in a corridor that 
currently has a distinct auto orientation.

Provide greater connectivity
Throughout the Avery Road Area, greater 
pedestrian connectivity could result 
in better access for people to parks, 
neighborhoods and commercial support 
uses.  With pre-annexation development 
patterns and a mix of non-integrated 
uses, pedestrian movement is now highly 
difficult and sidewalks and bike paths 
do not comprise a complete system.  
As redevelopment occurs and major 
road projects are completed within the 
corridor, greater road connectivity and 
cross-access are also needed to provide 
improved internal circulation, establish 
safe, managed access, and minimize 
impacts to the arterial roadway network.  

Use roads to define pedestrian 
and public space
Local streets within the area can play a 
vital role in shaping overall character 
and visual quality.  The orientation of 
roads to provide views onto open space, 
architectural features of buildings or 
public art is important to create defined 
and enclosed views.  Buildings should be 
oriented to the street with direct sidewalk 
connections, and the maximization of 
on-street parking will improve conditions 
for pedestrians to safely move.  Clear 
pedestrian corridors and paths can 
provide important links from parking 
areas and public spaces to the street, and 
the use of alleys and rear service areas 
can greatly reduce visual clutter and 
lessen the impact of cars for pedestrians.

Emphasize traffic and 
access management
As a major north-south corridor 
connecting to Hilliard and Columbus, 
major transportation network 
improvements are expected within 
the area.  These upgrades will include 
road widening projects, multiple 
roundabout installations and major 
interchange upgrades.  As traffic levels 
become significant in the future, access 
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Design Recommendations

Future interchange improvements 
per I-270 Major Investment Study

Targeted redevelopment 
area as part of the Central 
Ohio Innovation Center

Preservation of existing woodland 
as character element

Future roundabout at Shier 
Rings Road and potential 
location for public art

65-foot setback along Avery Road 
for nonresidential architecture

Added road connectivity 
for area businesses

Adjustment of road alignment 
to preserve historic cemetery

Roundabout at Tuswell Drive and 
potential location for public art

Future roundabout at Woerner 
Temple Road and potential 
location for public art

Pedestrian connection to tunnel for 
access to residences east of Avery Road

100-foot setback to provide green 
view/corridor into park area

Utilization of pedestrian 
spaces, patios and plazas

Pedestrian core to provide greenway 
linkages to pool and businesses

Integration of private uses 
into civic/park areas

Shared public/private parking to 
maximize efficiency and year-round use

Potential future park areas as 
properties become available

Additional areas for park programming

Utilization of screened alley system 
to visually improve streetscape

Creation of pedestrian-oriented 
streetscapes with on-street parking
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management and safety will become 
increasingly important challenges 
for the design of individual sites.  
Efforts to provide shared access and 
more efficient use of parking will be 
important for smaller commercial sites 
where space is limited.  Consolidation 
of smaller non-residential parcels 
will be highly encouraged to provide 
more development flexibility.

Planning Goals
…To establish a cohesive corridor 
appearance in this transitional 
redevelopment area through road 
design, landscape architecture and 
architectural/site layout principles in 
a manner that accommodates a mix 
of land uses with greater pedestrian 
connectivity and integration with 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

Left: Quality architecture and 
streetscape design can unify 
Avery Road.

Below: Planned roundabouts 
will improve traffic flow in the 
area.



 
Figure 3.2  
Avery/Shier Rings Plan
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Area plan concepts are general 
guides to indicate potential 
development options. Plans are 
schematic only, and the actual 
mix of land uses, locations and 
configurations of buildings, 
parking areas and access points 
will be determined through the 
public review process. Properties 
retain all existing rights. 
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Area plan concepts are general 
guides to indicate potential 
development options. Plans are 
schematic only, and the actual 
mix of land uses, locations and 
configurations of buildings, 
parking areas and access points 
will be determined through the 
public review process. Properties 
retain all existing rights. 

 
Figure 3.3  
Avery/Woerner Temple Plan
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B. Bright Road Area

Existing Character
The Bright Road area is bordered by 
Hard Road and I-270, and stretches west 
from Sawmill Road to Riverside Drive.  
Defined by the planned extension of 
Emerald Parkway, the area includes a 
significant list of planning and land use 
challenges that were initially addressed 
in the 1990 Bright Road Land Use Study.   

Physical features vary significantly 
throughout the area, and portions 
along Riverside Drive are of scenic 
and historic significance.  The area is 
characterized by three geometric earth 
mounds constructed between 300 B.C. 
and 500 A.D. by the Hopewell tribe.  The 
ceremonial mounds consist of a large 
rectangular enclosure approximately 390 
feet by 220 feet in size and two circular 
bank-and-ditch enclosures located 
nearby.  Archaeologists interpret the 
earthen enclosures as symbolic forms 
used as a locus for periodic mortuary 
or other ritual activity. The area also 
contains scenic portions of the Billingsley 
Creek, providing substantial wooded 
areas, waterfalls and ravines.  This 
western portion of the study area 

Modest homes in wooded 
settings typify the charm of 

the Bright Road area. 

Bright Road provides 
a country feel in the 

middle of the City
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Above: Mixed uses can provide 
neighborhood convenience and civic 
amenities within walking distance.

Top: Avery Road is the eastern gateway to 
the Central Ohio Innovation Center.

Avery Road at Woerner Temple Road looking west

Avery Road at Shier Rings Road looking south
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